Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 194150 

53 

ORIGIN EB-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 IO-13 ISO-OO JUSE-00 AGR-05 CEA-01 

CIAE-00 COME-OO DODE-OO FRB-03 H-02 INR-07 INT-05 

L-03 LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 AID-05 CIEP-01 SS-15 

STR-04 ITC-01 TRSE-00 USIA-06 PRS-01 SP-02 FEAE-00 

OMB-01 /105R 

DRAFTED BY EB/OT/TA:TFO’HERRON:JVM 
APPROVED BY EB/ITP: WILLIAM W. GEIMER 
EB/OT/TA:DIDUNFORD 
F.B/IFD/BP:T ASCHT .F.NKF.R 

019923 

R 051641Z AUG 76 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
INFO AMCONSUL BORDEAUX 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
USMISSION GENEVA 
USDEL MTN GENEVA 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 194150 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS:ETRD, FR 

SUBJECT:FRENCH CONCERN OVER U.S. PHOSPHATES AND FERTILIZERS 

REFS: (A) PARIS 21828, (B) EC BRUSSELS 7548 

1 . FRENCH EMBASSY COMMERCIAL ATTACHE TORDJMAN 
CALLED ON DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY FOR INTERNATIONAL 
TRADE POLICY GEIMER AUGUST 3 TO DELIVER NOTE ON PHOSPHATE 
ISSUE. TEXT OF NOTE WAS IDENTICAL TO TEXT TRANSMITTED 
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2. TORDJMAN STATED HE REALIZED NOTE LACKED 
SPECIFICITY AND THAT HE HAD ALREADY CABLED PARIS FOR 
MORE DETAILS. GEIMER SAID DEPARTMENT WOULD AWAIT 
RECEIPT OF ADDITIONAL INFO BEFORE REPLYING TO NOTE. 

3. TORDJMAN ALSO MADE FOLLOWING POINTS: (A) 

EC WAS ALSO MAKING DEMARCHE ON ISSUE, WHICH HAD EVOKED 
INTEREST AT POLITICAL LEVEL IN FRANCE; (B) U.S. DEPARTMENT 
OF JUSTICE WAS SAID TO BE LOOKING INTO POSSIBILITY 
OF UNFAIR COMPETITION IN THIS CASE; (C) PRICE OF U.S. 
PHOSPHATE IS SO HIGH, AND PRICE OF U.S. FERTILIZER SO LOW, 
THAT FRENCH FERTILIZER PROCESSORS ARE BEING SQUEEZED 
OUT OF BUSINESS; AND (D) NO COMPLAINTS OF DUMPING HAD 
BEEN BROUGHT TO HIS ATTENTION. 

4. TORDJMAN AGREED TO REPORT BACK TO GEIMER 
AS SOON AS FURTHER INFO RECEIVED FROM PARIS. IN 
MEANTIME, HE INTENDED TO TRANSMIT COPIES OF FRENCH 
NOTE TO OTHER U.S. AGENCIES. HABIB 
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